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We’ve had 50 consecutive months of uninter-
rupted job growth, which is the longest in 
American history. So you know something— 
but I’ll be dead before they finally figure out 
my administration because history—it takes 
awhile to get the true history of an adminis-
tration. 

Q. Okay, first we both see how it’s going 
to be. We might not be dead by then. 
[Laughter] 

The President. I don’t think so. I think— 
listen, they’re still writing books analyzing 
George Washington. 

Q. That’s very true. That’s right. And they 
come to different conclusions in every new 
book. 

The President. They do. And so there-
fore, my attitude is, if they’re analyzing the 
first President, the 43d President doesn’t 
need to worry about it. The key thing that 
people need to know is, I make up my deci-
sions based upon principles, not based upon 
politics—you know, what’s good for a polit-
ical party or trying to be popular. If you chase 
popularity, you can’t lead. And popularity is 
just like—it comes and goes. And I’ve never 
been one to really worry about that, you 
know? Because when it’s all said and done, 
I think the key thing in life is to look in the 
mirror and say, I didn’t compromise my core 
beliefs. And I believe people will say that 
about me. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. You’re welcome. Thanks 

for coming. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:33 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 7. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this interview. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Nicolas Sarkozy of 
France in Mount Vernon, Virginia 
November 7, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
Thank you very much for coming here to 
Mount Vernon, and thank you for coming 
to the United States. I think it’s safe to say 
that you’ve impressed a lot of people here 

on your journey. You bring a lot of energy, 
enthusiasm for your job, love of your country, 
and a strong set of universal values in your 
heart. 

We’ve just had an extensive conversation, 
one that you’d expect good friends to have. 
We talked about Iran and the desire to work 
jointly to convince the Iranian regime to give 
up their nuclear weapons ambitions for the 
sake of peace. We talked about the Middle 
East and the upcoming talks at Annapolis, 
Maryland. We spent some time on Kosovo, 
and I appreciate the President’s leadership 
on Kosovo. 

I can’t thank the President enough for his 
willingness to stand with young democracies 
as they struggle against extremists and radi-
cals. And one such democracy is Afghanistan. 
Mr. President, your leadership on that issue 
for your country was very impressive. You 
sent a very clear message. It’s clear that 
you’re a man who does what he says he’s 
going to do. It’s the kind of fellow I like to 
deal with. 

And so, Mr. President, I also want to thank 
your administration in your staunch—strong 
stance for human rights and human dignity. 
Whether they be to those who are oppressed 
in Burma or Darfur or on the island of Cuba, 
France’s voice is important, and it’s clear that 
the human rights of every individual are im-
portant to the world. And I look forward to 
advancing peace and freedom with you, Mr. 
President. 

Our bilateral relations are important. They 
are strong, and we intend to keep them that 
way. And so welcome here to George Wash-
ington’s old home. Proud to have you in 
America. Thanks for coming. 

President Sarkozy. I want to thank Presi-
dent Bush, his administration, and all Ameri-
cans who have welcomed us in such excep-
tional fashion. I get the distinct sense that 
it is France that has been welcomed so warm-
ly, with so much friendship, so much love. 
This was my hope, my ambition. And with 
Bernard Kouchner, Christine Lagarde, 
Rachida Dati, and myself, this is exactly what 
we wanted. 

We’ve been very moved, deeply moved by 
your wonderful welcome, together with Mrs. 
Laura Bush, yesterday at the White House. 
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I especially enjoyed the skit of the dialog be-
tween George Washington and Lafayette 
that we witnessed. 

The tokens of friendship that we have seen 
since we’ve been here, your openmindedness 
and the fact that we can address any and 
every subject—all those that you mentioned, 
sir, even though the European defense policy 
and NATO have also been addressed, envi-
ronmental issues, which are close to our 
heart, and Afghanistan. I said that we would 
stay there because what is at stake is the 
credibility of the Atlantic Alliance and the 
fight against terror. 

We spent hours discussing very important 
issue, commercial, economic, and others. 
And I will say that we have done so in a 
spirit of openness and trust, and that is some-
thing I’ve been particularly struck by. And 
I can tell you that this visit, I think, has been 
very widely covered in France. So when I 
say that the French people love the American 
people, that is the truth and nothing but the 
truth. 

Now, I expressed—I spoke at length this 
morning, and I think the best would be that 
after President Bush—whom I wish to thank 
once again—we could answer any questions 
you may have. 

President Bush. Two questions a side. 
Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated Press]. 
We’ll go—— 

Pakistan 
Q. Mr. President, you came down so hard 

on Burma and other nations for their crack-
downs on prodemocracy demonstrators. Yet 
you seem to be giving Musharraf a pass. So 
the question is, why are you going so soft 
on Musharraf? Is there a double standard? 

President Bush. I spoke to President 
Musharraf right before I came over here to 
visit with President Sarkozy. And my message 
was that we believe strongly in elections, and 
that you ought to have elections soon, and 
you need to take off your uniform. You can’t 
be the President and the head of the military 
at the same time. So I had a very frank dis-
cussion with him. 

Look, our objective is the same in Burma 
as it is in Pakistan, and that is to promote 
democracy. There is a difference, however. 
Pakistan has been on the path to democracy; 

Burma hadn’t been on the path to democ-
racy. And it requires different tactics to 
achieve the common objective. 

And as I told you, I just spoke to President 
Musharraf before I came here. And my mes-
sage was very plain, very easy to understand, 
and that is, the United States wants you to 
have the elections as scheduled and take your 
uniform off. 

You want to call on somebody? 
President Sarkozy. You know, in France, 

I don’t choose; I don’t pick the journalists. 
President Bush. You don’t get to choose? 

Who chooses? I choose? [Laughter] Who 
would you like me to choose? [Laughter] Oh, 
he chose. Wait a minute. It didn’t last very 
long, did it? 

President Sarkozy. I didn’t choose; I in-
dicated a general direction. [Laughter] 

Iraq/France-U.S. Relations/Pakistan 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My question 

is on Iraq. Mr. President, this morning you 
talked at length about Afghanistan, Iran, but 
not Iraq. And I wanted to ask both of you, 
is France reconciled with the United States 
as the United States is reconciled with 
France? So what about Iraq? Can France, 
for instance, help to get out of the Iraqi quag-
mire? And President Bush, where do you 
stand on Iraq and your domestic debate on 
Iraq? Do you have a timetable for with-
drawing troops? 

President Bush. Yes. I don’t—you know, 
‘‘quagmire’’ is an interesting word. If you 
lived in Iraq and had lived under a tyranny, 
you’d be saying, ‘‘God, I love freedom’’—be-
cause that’s what’s happened. And there are 
killers and radicals and murderers who kill 
the innocent to stop the advance of freedom. 
But freedom is happening in Iraq, and we’re 
making progress. 

And I can’t thank the President enough 
for sending his Foreign Minister to Baghdad. 
It was a clear message that freedom matters; 
that when people are struggling to live in 
freedom, that those of us who have the com-
fort of a free society ought to help them. 

We had a difference of opinion with your 
great country over whether or not I should 
have used military force to enforce U.N. de-
mands. I reminded a TV reporter—I don’t 
know if the person is here or not—but I said, 
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I just want to remind you that 1441 was sup-
ported by France and the United States, 
which clearly said to the dictator, you will 
disclose, disarm, or face serious con-
sequences. Now, I’m the kind of person that 
when somebody says something, I take them 
for their word. 

Having said that, we had a difference of 
opinion. But I don’t sense any difference of 
opinion now that a struggling democracy 
wants help from those of us who live in the 
comfort of free societies. And, Mr. President, 
the strong gesture of sending your Foreign 
Minister there wasn’t a message to the 
United States, because we’re good friends; 
it was message to the Iraqi citizens. That said, 
we hear your cries for freedom; we want you 
to succeed, because one of the lessons of his-
tory is, free societies yield peace. 

And so I appreciate your leadership on 
that issue, and I want to thank your Foreign 
Minister for—I don’t see your Foreign Min-
ister. Look, the guy was here. [Laughter] Oh, 
there he is, yes, next to—look, the President 
was blocking—next to Madam Rice. Anyway, 
thank you, sir. 

President Sarkozy. Allow me to give you 
two answers in one. On Pakistan, yes, we’re 
worried about the situation. It’s worrisome, 
and we need to have elections as swiftly as 
possible. You cannot combat extremism using 
the same methods as extremists, and it is very 
important, it is of the essence that Pakistan 
organize elections. I, like President Bush, I 
wish this to take place as speedily as possible. 

Let me remind you that this is a country 
of 150 million inhabitants who happens to 
have nuclear weapons. This is very important 
for us that one day we shouldn’t wake up 
with a government, an administration in 
Pakistan which is in the hands of the extrem-
ists. And we should, each and every one of 
us, think about this, of the principles, the val-
ues that we uphold and that we defend and 
we must continue to uphold. And then 
there’s the complexity, as it were, in the field. 
That’s why it’s important to convene election, 
call elections. 

Now, on Iraq, Bernard Kouchner’s trip to 
Iraq was very successful. What does France 
want? A united Iraq. No one—no, it is in 
no one’s interest to see Iraq dismantled. We 
want a democratic Iraq. We want a diverse 

Iraq, where each component element of 
Iraqi society has learned to live with others; 
an Iraq which is—which can administer and 
govern itself and that has the means of ensur-
ing the peace and security of every one of 
its citizens. And that is exactly Bernard 
Kouchner’s message when he went to Iraq. 
And this is in the interest of one and all that 
it be thus, and that position is the position 
I will defend until the end. 

President Bush. Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, 
Reuters]. 

Q. Mr. President, with—— 
President Bush. Which one? 
Q. Both of you. 
President Bush. Get moving, will you? 

[Laughter] 

Oil Prices/Iran 
Q. Okay. Mr. President, with oil approach-

ing $100 a barrel, are you concerned that 
your hard words for Iran on its nuclear pro-
gram are helping drive up oil prices, which 
can end up hurting the U.S. economy? 

President Bush. No. I believe oil prices 
are going up because the demand for oil out-
strips the supply for oil. Oil is going up be-
cause developing countries still use a lot of 
oil. Oil is going up because we use too much 
oil, and the capacity to replace reserves is 
dwindling. That’s why the price of oil is going 
up. 

I believe it is important for us to send clear 
signals to the Iranian Government that the 
free world understands the risks of you trying 
to end up with a nuclear weapon. And there-
fore, we will work together to try to find if 
there’s not rational people inside your Gov-
ernment who are tired of isolation and who 
believe there’s a better way forward. 

Every time I give a talk about Iran, I make 
sure I speak to the Iranian people. And I 
want them to hear once again that we dis-
cussed your country today; that we believe— 
that I believe that you’ve got a bright future; 
that we respect your history and respect your 
tradition. However, you are governed by peo-
ple who are making decisions that are iso-
lating you from the rest of the world, and 
you can do better than that. 

The idea of Iran having a nuclear weapon 
is dangerous, and therefore, now is the time 
for us to work together to diplomatically 
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solve this problem. And we spent a lot of 
time on the subject. And I thank the French 
President for his resolve on solving this issue 
peacefully. 

Do you want to call on some—— 
President Sarkozy. I just wanted to say 

that we exchanged all the intelligence and 
information we had. It is unacceptable that 
Iran should have, at any point, a nuclear 
weapon. But Iran is entitled to the energy 
of the future, which is civilian nuclear energy. 
I believe in the effectiveness of sanctions. I 
believe even in the need to toughen the sanc-
tions. But in my mind, the two go together. 
In other words, the open—the outstretched 
hand of dialog, of continuing discussions, be-
cause Iran deserves a better fate than that 
isolation. And I cannot imagine that there 
are not people, leaders in Iran who will stop 
to think about the consequences of what is 
going on. 

This is a great people and a great civiliza-
tion, and we must be firm for as long as there 
is no gesture on their part. And we have to 
keep the way of dialog open, because we 
must do everything to avoid the worst-case 
scenario. And this is indeed—was the subject 
of a very lengthy conversation which showed 
exactly how convergent our views were. 

France’s Role in Afghanistan/Lebanon’s 
Presidential Election/Spread of 
Democracy 

Q. Mr. President, with respect to your 
statements on Afghanistan and France’s com-
mitment on engagement, does this mean that 
France is going to be sending additional 
ground troops in to fight in the southern re-
gions of Afghanistan, as the U.S. wishes them 
to do? 

How do you feel about the fact that France 
has been engaging Syria on the upcoming 
Lebanese Presidential election? Do you 
think that’s a good idea? And what are the 
chances that Lebanon will have a Presidential 
election by November 24th? Thank you. 

President Bush. Thanks, good question. 
You want me to go first? 
President Sarkozy. Well, on Afghanistan, 

I said what I thought and what I think. We’ve 
talked about it with President Bush. We will 
not pull out of Afghanistan because what is 
at stake here is the solidity of our alliance, 

and ultimately, what is at stake here is the 
fight against terror. We’re thinking about the 
best way to help bring about a democratic 
Afghanistan. Is it by strength, in stepping up 
our training efforts so that we lay the ground-
work or the basis of a modern Afghan state? 
Or is it by other means? Maybe perhaps mili-
tary means? We’re still thinking about it. 

President Bush. First of all, you know, 
the Syrian influence in Lebanon was some-
thing that the previous Government and I 
worked on to—collaboratively. And because 
France and the United States worked to-
gether, we passed 1551 Resolution out of the 
United Nations, which got Syria out of Leb-
anon, by and large. And so we spent time 
collaborating on how best to make sure that 
Syria doesn’t influence the Presidential elec-
tions, that, in fact, the Presidency is picked 
by the Lebanese people. 

And I’m very aware that Mr. Hariri and 
Nabih Berry are in consultations as to wheth-
er or not they can come up with an accept-
able candidate to them, not to Syria; whether 
or not the Lebanese people can be assured 
that their President is going to be rep-
resenting the people of Lebanon, not the 
people—not the Government of Syria. 

And I’m comfortable with President 
Sarkozy’s Government sending clear mes-
sages that meet common objectives. And our 
common objective here is for this Lebanese 
democracy to survive, thrive, and serve as an 
example for others. 

We will work with France and with others 
to see that this process be completed by No-
vember 24th. We believe it’s in the interests 
of the Middle East that this Lebanese de-
mocracy survive. 

I want Lebanon to serve as an example 
for the Palestinians, to show them what’s pos-
sible. I believe in a two-state solution. I be-
lieve there ought to be two states living side 
by side in peace. So does the President; we 
discussed that today. There’s nothing better 
for the Palestinians to see what is possible 
with a stable democracy in Lebanon. 

The interesting challenge we face in the 
world in which we live is, there are mur-
derers who will try to stop the advance of 
democracy, particularly in the Middle East. 
Isn’t it interesting that the places where 
there’s most violence is where there’s young 
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democracies trying to take hold, whether it 
be Iraq or Lebanon or in the Palestinian Ter-
ritories? 

And the call for nations such as ourselves 
is to support those who want to live in free-
dom. Freedom is the great alternative to the 
ideology of people who murder the innocent 
to achieve their political objectives—by the 
way, the very same ones that came and killed 
3,000 of our citizens. 

And so what I’m telling you is—let me end 
this press conference by telling you this: I 
have a partner in peace, somebody who has 
clear vision, basic values, who is willing to 
take tough positions to achieve peace. And 
so when you ask, am I comfortable with the 
Sarkozy Government sending messages, you 
bet I’m comfortable. 

Mr. President, thanks for coming. I appre-
ciate you being here 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
3:12 p.m. at the Mount Vernon Estate. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Pervez Musharraf 
of Pakistan; Minister of Foreign and European 
Affairs Bernard Kouchner of France; and Par-
liament Member Sa’ad Hariri and Speaker of Par-
liament and National Assembly President Nabih 
Berry of Lebanon. President Sarkozy referred to 
Minister of Economy, Finance, and Employment 
Christine Lagarde and Minister of Justice and 
Keeper of the Seals Rachida Dati of France. Presi-
dent Sarkozy and some reporters spoke in French, 
and their remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. 

Remarks Following a Visit With 
Wounded Troops at Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Antonio, 
Texas 
November 8, 2007 

Thank you all very much for having me 
here today. If anybody were to come to this 
center, they would have to leave inspired and 
thankful, inspired by the service men and 
women who are recovering from wounds 
with such courage; thankful that there are 
instructors and preachers and volunteers who 
are helping these people get back on their 
feet and getting their lives together. 

This center was funded entirely by con-
tributions of more than 600,000 Americans 
through what’s called the Intrepid Fallen 

Heroes Fund. This center is a tribute to the 
generosity of the American people. Make no 
mistake about it, the American people sup-
port the men and women who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform. This center is a testament to 
our deep belief that someone wounded in 
the defense of America needs all the help 
he or she can get. The service men and 
women here have borne the burdens of bat-
tle. They have kept our country safe. We 
honor them and their families by helping 
them with all we can. 

I am here to highlight one of the world’s 
top rehabilitation facilities, right here in my 
home State of San Antonio, Texas. It’s a part-
nership between the private sector and the 
Federal Government. The Center for the In-
trepid makes use of the best available tech-
nologies to give severely injured service 
members and amputees the opportunity to 
lead full and productive lives. That’s the mis-
sion. The mission is to take a good man who 
I’ve met before and help him live a full and 
productive life. 

This facilities include a pool, a—where’s 
my man; there he is—a wave runner—by the 
way, this guy from Oklahoma handled those 
waves pretty well—an indoor running track, 
a two-story climbing wall, a prosthesis center, 
a virtual driving program that teaches pa-
tients how to control an automobile—that 
was my driver, right there—a fully furnished 
apartment that helps patients learn to adjust 
to disabilities in the real-life world. 

This center also provides compassionate 
support for the families. The Fisher House 
Program—and I want to thank the Fishers 
for joining us today—provides onsite housing 
for up to 57 families, who—they’re here to 
visit their injured loved ones. The Fisher 
family, that has supported the Fisher Houses, 
is a remarkable family, and these good folks 
represent the true spirit of America, people 
coming forth to help a neighbor in need. Real 
proud you both are here. 

Medical advances have enabled facilities 
such as this one to provide wounded warriors 
with care that would have been unimaginable 
just a decade ago. The technology that’s 
being used here is state of the art. Our sys-
tem for managing the care, however, has fall-
en behind. The technology has advanced; our 
system needs to be modernized. 
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